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Aeolian Allegro
Lesson and Composition by Dr. Paul Cribari

Possible Curricular Objectives:
 9 Dotted Quarter/Eighth Note
 9 16th Note “Ti-Tika” Combination
 9 Aeolian Mode

Melody 
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Paul Cribari

 9 Teach the melody of the A section by isolating two ideas – the “easy part” and the “tricky part”:
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 9 The ending of the phrase is a variation on the “tricky part”:
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Accompaniment
 9 The alto xylophone can be taught using the same ideas as the melody:
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 9 Finally, the bass xylophone just is a simple, broken drone on A and E. 
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Just as the with models presented in the Music for Children volumes, this piece is intended to show 
possibilities. Although the piece sounds great in this form, it is expected that you as the teacher will work 
with your kids to tailor the parts to their specific needs. When necessary, simplify parts for students who 
are struggling, and encourage students in your class to find their own solutions! The bass xylophone 
might be changed to any number of simple drones that still reinforce the mode; the melody might be 
modified to be more friendly on the recorder; the alto xylophone ostinato might be played as a single line 
with the lower voice omitted. The possibilities are endless!

Ideas for Extension
 9 Use the accompaniment as a foundation for improvisation in Aeolian.
 9 Add timpani and/or unpitched percussion to thicken the texture of the piece. 
 9 Double the melody on recorder. 
 9 Create movement. 
 9 Create B section as an individual or class composition project. This could be another aeolian section, 

a contrasting section in another mode, or a percussion piece!

© 2021Sweet Pipes Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Piece from The Elemental Style, Part 1 by Paul Cribari and Richard Layton
Used with permission from Sweet Pipes Publishing, Inc. 
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https://www.viegansong.com
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© 2021Tim Wiegand. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission. 

https://www.viegansong.com
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Continents and Oceans Blues
Blues Song by Phyllis Gaskins, arr. Brent Holl
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Phyllis Gaskins
arr. Brent Holl

https://brentholl.com
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Continents and Ocean Blues was written to teach the names of the continents and oceans to stu-
dents studying geography. The verses are simple and highlight the meaning of the words, continent 
(land mass) and ocean (water covering the earth). The interlude helps students memorize the names 
of the continents and oceans using speech accompanied by layered ostinatos simulating some of the 
funky, swinging rhythms of the Blues.

© 2021 Brent M. Holl. All rights reserved, reprinted by permission 
From School Songs by Brent Holl with songs by Phyllis Gaskins. . 

https://brentholl.com
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Global Greetings
Song and Lesson by Aimee Curtis Pfitzner

Dance - Partners face each other in concentric circles.

A Section
 9 Wave - Both hands up in air to wave, “hello.”  “Yo” - Both pointer fingers point to sky.

B Section
 9 Shake Right - Shake right hand with partner twice.
 9 Shake Left - Shake left hand with partner twice.
 9 Side Step R - Outside circle takes one step to the right to meet new partner.

Ciao - Italian, Ni hao - Chinese, Jambo - Swahili, Namaste - Indian, Konichiwa - Japanese, Aloha - Hawaiian 
Islands, Buna Ziua - Romanian, G’day - Australian
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Global Greetings A. C. Pfitzner

©

© 2021 Aimee Curtis Pfitzer. All rights reserved. From Hands to Hands, reprinted by permission

https://singsmileplay.com
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Global Greetings A. C. Pfitzner

©

Peace to All
Song and Lesson by Tiffany Unarce Barry

& bbbb 44 ..œ œ œ œ
We are big yet

œ œ ˙
we are small,

œ œ œ œ
peace to one and

œ œ ˙
peace to all.

By Tiffany Unarce Barry
2.1.

Suggested Grade Levels: K to 2nd Grade

Materials
 9 The Peace Book by Todd Parr
 9 Poster paper and crayons for each student

Activity
 9 Read the book.
 9 Ask students what peace means to them: What brings you peace? How can you be peaceful? How can 

you help someone feel peace?
 9 Sing each phrase of the melody, students echo. 
 9 Sing the whole melody together.
 9 Students stand in a circle holding hands. Sing the melody while circling slowly to the right. 

Picture of Peace
 » Give a piece of poster paper and some crayons to each student. Students draw a picture of their 

idea of peace. 
 » Sitting in a circle, students take turns sharing their picture of peace. After a few students share, 

sing the melody. Students continue sharing in rondo form.

 Extension
 9 Accompany students on a dulcimer, strumstick, or other drone-style instrument.
 9 Students accompany themselves on barred instruments.
 9 Sing in a round

 » While students hold hands and circle right singing the melody, Teacher stands inside of the cir-
cle, begins singing at second entrance of the round and circling left.

 » Discuss the definition of a round and how to perform it in two groups. 
 » Students create two concentric circles and perform the melody in a round.  

© 2021 Tiffany Unarce Barry. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission.

https://bppub.net/Tiffany_Unarce_Barry
https://bppub.net/Tiffany_Unarce_Barry
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