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ALABAMA, MISSISSIPPI

Alabama, Mississippi is the first chant | learned from Tracey, Rhonda, Brenda, Karen, and Ronda,
the five little girls who were to share their repertoire of games and songs with me at the Hart-
well School in Lincoln, Massachusetts.

A<

| 4

Al -a - ba-ma Mis—=sis -sip-pty Al -a - ba-ma  New

=

P,

P~

P~

™

s

— 33—

.
Or -

33—

n
Ay ] ] ] —— 5
% » s —a =
leans, Al - o - ba - ma, nuMn —ber  one, 5OU're aor\ - no
n
A 'p — o \ |
» ! »
work by work___ ik, work ik, Work ik, ba - by.

Repeat as many times as desired, changing the number each time to two, three, etc.

It was exciting for me when | traveled to Memphis to watch the children at the Alcy School play
this game. If it is sung in Boston and Memphis, then it must also be known in other parts of the

country.

In Memphis, the rhythm is more syncopated and the lowered seventh, characteristic of the
blues, is added.
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WiNSTON

An amusing example of the wedding of television and folk cultures. Sometimes the children
precede this Winston cigarette commercial by singing the theme song from the TV show, The
Beverly Hillbillies.
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wan-na piece of meak , Meaok koo ‘:,Oua\n, I wan—na ride a bus,
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bus koo €ull, I wan—na ride a bull, bul koo black, I wan—-na ao bock.



